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EDUCATING OUR YOUNG IN PUBLIC, PRIVATE, OR HOME SCHOOL? 

An African American Perspective 

I am not sagacious enough to fully elaborate on the most effective methods at educating 

our young; however, I am father and grandfather and have experienced effective methods at 

educating them. I am in the pursuit of higher education and would like to think that I have some 

insight. As an African American, I have experienced methods in education that often seemed 

awkward and downright unfair. I’m not blessed or cursed with hypermnesia, but vivid enough 

are these memories! Today; however, it is great to pen my view on choices as it relates to 

educating our young. My mother and father (in their college careers) could only pen dreams 

about this very issue. I thank God that they did. I honor their bellweather civil-rights stance 

through those strident times and tactics that besot us – oftentimes today. The African’s plight in 

American has been painstaking, and we have experienced many climacteric stages that have 

freed us enough to claim America as home. We have come a long way as African Americans, but 

there are still evidences of intentional laconic inequalities that plague our systems of education. 

Our endless and compendious scrutiny of these matters has been brought on by many years of 

purposeful wrongs, and in many ways, we are resented for this (an indication that some would 

like to play down just how serious this matter is). We cannot play down how big America is in 

her attempts to right these wrongs, but we (African Americans) cannot think that she will do this 

unsupervised! Public education in America (with her resources), coupled with the African adage 

that “it takes a village to raise a child,” in the African American community should be one relied 

upon to deliver our kids from one (emotionally, physically, mentally, and spiritually) to a higher 

level in each of these categories. 

Education 



Humans are born with the propensity to learn, and in America, we have set up systems of 

education that give us that right! The right to “educate” (to develop the knowledge, skill or 

character of, by formal schooling; (“Educate”). In 1948, the General Assembly of the United 

Nations agreed and endorsed primary education (Platt 1975). Over the years we have, with 

inordinate naiveté, taken for granted that the authors of education systems penned them with 

pontifical inclusiveness. These systems, as Carter G. Woodson proclaims, are antiquated, 

missing the mark even for those for whom the system was designed (68). Thank God for the 

reconstruction of this “system.” We’re constantly hearing about some form of change in our 

system of education. It is almost inconceivable that not too long ago, there were one-room 

schools where all grades/ages matriculated. Not only have we transitioned into schools of several 

rooms, education has proliferated – providing our topical options (public, private, charter, or 

home schooling). 

Home Schooling 

Where is the question here? All children should be home schooled! Despite the early 

efforts at acculturating Africans in Diaspora, African Americans have managed to subscribe to 

and guard African traditions and value systems in the family structure. These traditions are 

serendipitously embedded in African Americans and are expressed in our connectedness, family 

pride and relational ties – we cling to each other (Carter 532). Our young need to hear the stories 

of family history from the cradle in order to shape an image of self and of community. This 

prepares them to tell the stories one day (Akbar 12-13). This spirit of connectedness solidifies the 

sense of responsibility to each other in family and in community, and upon this foundation; 

education in any form would be the desideratum that springboards our children into academic 

and/or economic readiness. This collectivistic nature of the African American needs to be 



embraced and nurtured – possibly considered as an agent for the resocialization of the American 

so that the scope of education as a whole changes. Home schooling is nothing new – it existed as 

early as the 17th century. George Washington was home schooled. Some of the families choosing 

to home school then were wealthier and could afford tutors to educate their children, but majority 

of the children were educated by their parents (Houston and Toma 923). In June of 2001, a Phi 

Delta Kappa/Gallup poll reveals that home schooling as we know it today (where the child stays 

at home with one of the parents for instruction) does not contribute to raising national academic 

standards but does promote good citizenship. African Americans are least likely to support home 

schooling as we know it (Paul 23). Home schooling is an option that should be marketed, but 

when we look at the socioeconomic status of the typical African American family, the institution 

of home schooling is impractical, and should not be relied upon as our sole method of educating 

our young. I find it interesting that today’s resurgence of the home schooling concept retrodicts 

forgotten concepts from as early as the 17th century. 

Private Schooling 

Private African American primary and college preparatory schools have existed for some 

time. Their importance to the African American community is similar to the characteristics 

previously stated about African American home schooling. We need to introduce self 

determination to our young and characterize it as being in a state of autonomy – free to make 

choices based on his/her historical, cultural, and social contexts where these surroundings allow 

a child to pursue his/her dreams rather than seeing or hearing that these dreams are unobtainable 

due to unjust societal limits (Moses 4). The child’s empowerment relies on that same sense of 

connectedness – with those genuinely concerned about their young sails staying full wind. Other 

advantages of private education are small student/teacher ratios and the increase in probability 



that the child prepares for post high school education meritorious enough to acquire scholarship. 

Those in position to make such an investment in our society are middle- to upper-class 

(Brookings 15). When we do the math, we find that there are a smaller number of African 

American families fortunate enough to make this investment.  

Keeping the doors of the private school open is costly, and for the African American 

community, mostly unaffordable. Many of the celebrated private institutions are supported by 

their rich graduates (Dubois 142). Needless to say, these institutions are not African American! 

We have to remember that many private institutions were established to bypass the mandate of 

integration (Brookings 15). Here, like home schooling, private schooling is an option that should 

be marketed, but primarily unaffordable for the typical African American family and should not 

be relied upon as our sole method of educating our young. 

Public/Charter Schooling 

There are three questions that fuel the ubiquitous debate on public education – What is 

the purpose of public education? Who is to receive the educational services provided by the 

public? How does government ensure the quality of these educational services (Roots in 

History)? I propose that somewhere in the shuffle of political navelgazing are children missing 

out on what they are constitutionally due! There is no derisive intent when I say that, what was 

once a simple desire to teach literacy, penmanship, arithmetic, and just “good manners,” has 

become grounds for raucous and implacable meddles. Once upon a time, power of the 

community was a driving force in education – farmers supplied the fuel to keep the schoolroom 

warm in the winter, parents built school desks and took turns cleaning the stables that housed the 

horses used to get the kids to and from school, and teachers often lived with the locals – rotating 

from household to household (Evolving Classroom). Now, there is the power of market 



principles stoking fires of public educational politics that usually position the school system to 

reserve educational resources for a small and elite group (Bartlett, Frederick, Gulbrandsen, and 

Murillo 7). 

I welcome the trend of charter schooling if it is left unhampered. It needs to continue to 

enhance the existing public school system. With its creation and organization over sought by 

teachers, parents, community leaders or community-based organizations, the spirit of 

connectedness has a chance to rule. In its birth, goals and operating procedures are agreed upon 

between the sponsoring board and the charter organizers – giving government less bureaucratic 

and/or regulatory red-tape micromanagement (Charter Schools). A major objective of 

California’s charter school system is to give a community the opportunity to meet their needs. 

Learning increases – teaching methods stay innovative with special emphasis on expanded 

opportunities for students identified as low achievers academically (Billingsley, Bragato, 

Patterson, Rice, Riley and the Center for Education Reform 9). The creation of charter schools 

do not come without opposition. The fact that a major roadblock would be the school board and 

unions that fear the competition and diversity of a charter school is astonishing. Charter petitions 

have even been inappropriately denied. Another major concern is the ability to raise money for 

building facilities (Billingsley 13-14). These distractions seem minor to my untrained eye.  

Conclusion 

In our evaluation of home schooling, we find that as primary agents of socialization our 

families are educators and should be. As we look at the many collectivistic African traditions, we 

find that this “home school” process is an ascribed one for African Americans. The 

socioeconomic status of most African Americans puts the institution of home schooling (where a 

parent stays at home to instruct the child) out of reach. 



Private schooling would be an effective institution by which our young could receive 

close instruction from those that resemble that child (emotionally, physically, mentally, 

economically, and yes, spiritually). A child develops by empowerment that couples the 

empowering forces from home enabling him/her to face the world eye-to-eye with 

accountability. The challenge for the family and the school itself in the African American 

community is an economic one. It is a great option for those who can afford it. Some would say 

that vouchers for private school tuition would be an answer to that “leave no child behind” 

theory, but there are too many political and economic aromas here. This process would 

effectively create a retrodiction on the separate but unequal school system! We’ve narrowed that 

gap (LaCour 6). In this interstice, we need to interpolate newer and innovative methods that 

work. 

Yes, public schooling is bathing and has been for a long time, and yes the water is 

muddy, but as we seek to reform, let’s not throw the babies out with the muddy water. Public 

education is the institution that appears most available to the masses. It is good that there is a 

market for these other institutions (private and home school education), but for the African 

American, the availability of an institution that will deliver our young adequately socialized is 

crucial. I make these observations and statements in concert – not in conflict with the spirit of 

this great country’s quest for a level playing field. Our representation in government (as we 

know it) is supposed to be by those who have the similar issues and/or at least sensitive to the 

issues of those represented. This system is turbid on her good days and diplopic on her bad ones. 

There are unique needs in the African American community and those representing must have 

clear vision. Those representing must be diligent through strident times in order to empower the 

community and her leaders to be major contributors in the processes of public education reform.  
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